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May 2026
Dear Parents/Carers,
As we move through a busy and rewarding last term, it’s lovely to both see and to feel, the positive energy,
resilience and sense of community that our staff, pupils and their families, continue to show each day.
The past few weeks have already brought many new opportunities for creativity, innovation and
achievement, across the school. Through our successful Spring Blether Café, our P7 camp to Lagganlia,
our P6 pupils playing rugby, our P5-7 school football team playing at the George Allan Tournament, and
our P2 trip to the Museum of Scotland, it has been wonderful to see our pupils embracing new challenges
both inside and outside of school. With many trips and excursions still ahead, and our popular Health
Week still to come, there is much to look forward to, and we are always proud of the determination and
positivity that our children, demonstrate. Thank you as always, to all families, for your continued support
and partnership and in helping our school community to thrive. We wish you a successful, rest of the

month!

Learning, Teaching and Assessment/School Curriculum: Battle 500! All pupils have been busy in
classrooms, learning about the Battle of Linlithgow Bridge, which took place on 4" September 1526, as
well as different aspects of the history of our town, around this time.

We are hoping that some of our classes, will attend a special performance, which is to be put on by the
Linlithgow Players, at Linlithgow Palace in August, to re-enact life around the time of the battle.

Before the end of term, our P5 children will go on a special, guided walk around Linlithgow ‘Lagoon’- to
examine the historic battle site and to explore how land-use has changed around the area. For those
families who are new to the town, Linlithgow ‘Lagoon’, is just off the River Avon and itis an old sand quarry,
that is known to many for being a popular spot for wild swimming, hence the name ‘lagoon’. The area
around the ‘lagoon’ is also where the Battle of Linlithgow Bridge took place in 1526.

Before the end of May, our pupils will have taken part in an art competition, which is being run for the
pupils in all Linlithgow schools, to design a heraldic shield, associated with the time of the Battle. The
winning designs will be printed onto banners and hung along the High Street, to commemorate the Battle.

Classes/Teachers for Session 2026-27: Information to be sent home on Monday 15" June:
Parents/carers will be given information of their child’s class and the name of their new teacher, on
Monday 15" June. This is also, the date that pupil progress reports will be sent home in school bags. We
will remind you all to check bags, carefully, that evening, nearer to the date. We hope that this is
information is helpful for everyone. We also hope that you enjoy reading your child’s report and finding
out about their progress, over the year, when the time comes. A small number of our pupils, will be given
an enhanced transition to their new class, for August. We will let parents/carers know if we feel that your
child, would benefit from this additional support. All other pupils will be supported to make a smooth
and happy transition, through our Transitions and Changes programme, which runs each June, in all
classes (P1-7).

April Family Learning Event: Feedback: Outdoor STEM Event: Thank you to all family members and
pupils who came along at the end of April, to our Outdoor, STEM event, which was held in the school
grounds. A great time was had by all, as out P7 pupils helped the visitors to make sun dials and to take
part in other, outdoor challenges. Thank you also, to Miss Noble, for facilitating this event.
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Pupil Achievement: Young Engineer Award: P5: We are absolutely thrilled to report that Imogen, one of
our P5 pupils has won a Young Engineer Award for her design of drone, to help to prevent the spread of
wildfires. Wildfires are a real, environmental concern in Scotland and in countries across the world and
the judges of the competition were extremely impressed by the attention to detail and innovation, in
Imogen’s design. Imogen will have her design made into a prototype as part of her award presentation.
She was lucky enough, to welcome a team of nine engineers from the company, Thales, into school, last
week to present a special assembly to P3-7 classes and to work with Imogen and her classmates, to
showcase her design. What an outstanding achievement Imogen! We are so proud of you!

Pupil Achievements: Show Jumping: P5: Another one of our P5 pupils, Hannah B, has had some
wonderful success in a recent show jumping competition, when riding her pony, ‘Dolly’, at Oatridge
College. Itwas the first experience of competitive show jumping for both Hannah and Dolly. Hannah said
that after a little ‘wobble’ and an extra walk around the ring, Dolly did her proud and the pair left with two
rosettes! Well done to you Hannah (and to Dolly as well!)

Pupil Achievements: George Allan Football Tournament: P5-7: What a fantastic effort and result from
our School Football Team who came third in the George Allan Football Tournament, recently. Well done
also, to Quinn, who was player of the Reston League! A wonderful achievement, all round!

Pupil Achievements: Glee Performance: P5-7: Just before the Easter holidays, a group of children from
across the P5-7 stages, performed on stage at the Scottish Primary School Glee Challenge event at the
Corn Exchange, in Edinburgh. The children sang and danced to the songs, Viva la Vida by Coldplay and
Thunderstruck by AC/DC, and although they didn’t get through to the finals, judges commended the
performers for their strong vocals. Thank you so much to Ms Quigley, Mrs Cameron and Mrs Bell, who
worked with the children, over several weeks, to put the fantastic performance together and to get the
children ready for the event. Glee, celebrates inclusion through Expressive Arts and performance and we
are always thrilled, to take partin this performance, as it aligns so nicely, with the values of our school.

Pupil Achievement: Basketball Play-Offs: P6: A great result for Brodie, in the recent Basketball Play-
Offs in the West Lothian Primary School Basketball League, when he won a place in the ‘all star five’ for
his performance and effort, during the tournament. Brodie received a special shirt, and basketball from
the coaches for his achievement. Well done also, to our whole team, who came in 6" place, in the finals.

Pupil Achievements: Chief Scout Award (Silver): P6: We were delighted to hearthat Leo, in P6, recently
gained the Chief Scout Award (Silver) for his amazing efforts at Cubs. This award takes a lot of work and
dedication, and Leo has received the award for gaining lots of badges and for having a positive and
motivated attitude towards Cubs. What a superb achievement, Leo! Well done to you!

Pupil Achievements: Chief Scout Award (Bronze) and Sports Award: P4/3: Another one of our pupils,
Joey in P4/3 (P4) recently gained the fantastic Chief Scout Award (Bronze) for his hard work and efforts,
to gain a variety of badges at Cubs. Joey has managed to achieve this great award at quite a young age
and we are just delighted for him. In addition, he also received an award from his Dad’s gym, for being
very skilled at fitness. Well done to you Joey!




LINLITHGOW PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

Together we learn, together we grow! Growth Mindset, Relationships, Opportunity, Wellbeing

Pupil Achievements: P7 ‘Lightning Legends’ STEM, F1 Team: More fantastic news of our F1, STEM team
came to us recently, in the fact that we have just received official notification that the Team’s design came
in 15" place, out of 70 teams, taking part in the finals of the competition, which were held in Rotherham,
Yorkshire, in March. Coming in 15" place, is just amazing! Well done to all pupils, who were involved and
to Miss Noble too!

Health and Wellbeing Pupil Leadership Group: Pupil Sporting Achievements: Written by our
Children: Well done to Jaxon and Evie (P7), for going around classes and collecting this month’s pupil,
sporting achievements for us!

P1 - Adriana moved up a swimming class.

P2 - Ayla gained three medals for dancing

P3 - Clara moved up a level in gymnastics

P4 - Cameron played a rugby tournament and featured in all matches

P5 - Imogen can now do a front handspring, in gymnastics!

P7-Jaxson won a medal in the George Allen, because his team came in third place

What a great effort from you all! We absolutely love how sporty our pupils are!

STEM Room/Maker Spacers Plea: One Person’s Trash is Another Person’s Treasure! This month, we are
collecting items to go into classroom ‘Maker Spaces’, from August. If you have any of the following items,
lying around at home, and are willing to donate them to school, then we’d be very grateful:

-Buttons (we love a button tin in school! )

-Ribbon, wool, string

-Fabric scraps or pieces

-Milk bottle tops/lids

-Corks

-Paper plates or bowls

Support for Learning News: Dyslexia Myth-Busters Group! Mrs Meikle our Support for Learning
Teacher, has been very busy (and has, also been having lots of fun), setting up a Dyslexia ‘Myth-Busters
Group’, with some of our pupils in school. The children have come together to learn more about the
strengths associated with having Dyslexia, as well as different strategies to overcome, any barriers that
are associated with this learning ‘difference’. The children in the group have enjoyed learning about
different parts of the brain as well as celebrating their own unique skills and talents.

Home Learning: Health and Wellbeing Challenge: Health Week 2026: ‘Screen-Free’ Time: We always
respond to parental feedback, and we loved this little idea, that came to us from a parent, recently. The
suggestion was that all pupils could be encouraged to not use their mobile phones (if they have one), or
digital devices, at home, during the week of our school Health Week, which runs from 25"-29™" May and
to try other activities instead, as well as monitoring their mood for changes. We think that this is an
absolutely, brilliant idea, to promote the benefits of ‘screen-free’ time. Please let us know if you choose

to take part, with your child, and how you all get on.
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Tesco Grants Programme: Vote for our school, in stores from 27™ April: Digital Technologies Grant:
Our Parent Council have recently secured a successful bid with Tesco, to enable all shoppers to vote for
our schoolin the ‘Tesco Grant Programme’, in stores from 27" April onwards. If we get the highest number
of votes, the grant of up to £1,500, will enable us to buy digital technologies for pupils to use, for learning
purposes, in school. If you, ora member of your family, shop in Tesco, please vote for our school and help
us to secure this grant. It will make a huge difference to us, if we are successful!

Pupil Leadership Group News: Nursery and P1 ‘Sewing Bees’: The ‘Sewing Bees’ Pupil Leadership
Group, which is made up of nursery and P1 pupils, have been busy undertaking a variety of creative
projects including, making a Christmas decoration, a winter glove and now, learning basic sewing
stiches. The children are improving their fine motor skills and enjoying the time, working together, with
Mrs Cairns.

Outdoor Learning News: Celebrating our Work in School: We have recently received a special grant,
from our local authority, which has enabled us to support some of our P7 pupils, who are making their
transition to S1 in August, through an ‘outdoor skills’ group. Led by Miss Noble and supported by Mrs
Ferguson and Mrs Gordon, the group have helped to build wooden planters and seating areas for the
playground as well as ‘up-cycling’ some old play equipment, turning plastic barrels, into colourful
planters filled with summer flowers, fruits and vegetables. We are really delighted with the work of this
group and we hope that you enjoy looking at the efforts of the pupils, in both the front and back
playgrounds. What a difference a bit of colour makes to the playground! The children are now learning to
care for plants, through daily watering and maintenance tasks.

Partnership Working: Thales: We are delighted to have a new partnership with the digital company,
Thales, who recently supported our Young Engineer Project, in school. Thales have helped us by sending
in volunteers from the company, to talk to pupils about a career in engineering and digital technologies.

Forthcoming Holiday Dates: We have the following holidays coming up this term:

-Tuesday 16" June- Linlithgow Marches Day- school closed/nursery open

We break up for our summer holidays on Friday 26" June at 12.25pm. Our nursery will remain open, over
the summer period.

School re-opens for pupils on Wednesday 12" August 2026, and for the start of session 2026-2027.

Health and Wellbeing: Sports Day: Wednesday 27" May: Our Sports Day will take place on Wednesday
27™ May, with the P4-7 children’s events, commencing in the morning, from around 9.30am and P1-3
children’s events, taking place in the afternoon from, around 1.30pm. More information will follow, in
coming weeks. Sports Day will take the form of potted sports plus, optional running race (both short and
longer distance). All parents/carers are warmly invited to come along and cheer all children on, at Sports

Day. We’d love to see you all, then.

Reminder: Parking in Our School Car Park: A little reminder, that our school car park is for the use of
staff and visitors to the school, only. We know that parking around our school can be difficult and we’d
ask families to walk to nursery/school as much as possible. Where this isn’t an option, please park safely
and sensibly. Please also, avoid parking in our disabled space, unless you are a ‘blue badge’ holder. Thank
you so much for your support with this.
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UNCRC/Children’s Right of the Month: Article 31 - The Right to Play: At Linlithgow Primary School, we
celebrate Article 31 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child—the right of every child to relax, play,
and take part in a wide range of cultural, artistic and recreational activities. We believe that play is not
just fun, but essential for children’s wellbeing, creativity, and overall development.

Play is woven into everyday school life. Our Playground Pals scheme supports positive and inclusive
playtimes, helping everyone feel confident, safe and included. Children have the opportunity to build
friendships, develop social skills, and enjoy a variety of activities during break and lunch times.

This month, we are also embracing Health Week, where pupils explore the importance of staying active,
making healthy choices, and looking after both their physical and mental wellbeing. Alongside this, our
much-anticipated Sports Day (on Wednesday 27" May), will offer a fantastic opportunity for everyone to
take part, challenge themselves, and enjoy the excitement of teamwork in a supportive environment.
Beyond the playground, we offer a wide range of extra-curricular clubs throughout the year, giving pupils
the chance to discover new interests and talents. From sports to creative clubs, there is something for
everyone. In addition, we provide pupil-led clubs, during the school day, ensuring all children can access
opportunities to play, explore, and learn in different ways.

Neurodivergent Learner: Parent Support Group: Feedback and Next Meeting Date: Thank you to all
families who attended our most recent meeting, in March, of this group where we looked at the typical
profile of a child with a Neurodivergent diagnosis and their possible support needs. Our next meeting will
take place on Wednesday 10" June, in school, at 2.30pm. All families who feel that they would benefit
from this support, are warmly invited to attend.

Uniform Swap Shop: Friday 5" June: Our next Uniform Swap Shop will take place on Friday 5" June
from 8.50am-11.30am, in our school foyer. Everyone is welcome to come along on that morningto either
donate, ‘pre-loved’ school clothing or to pick up items, to take home. Please note that this will be our last
Swap Shop of the session, so feel free to come by and pick up a stock of uniform, for the new term, in
August.

Assembly Calendar: Term 4:

This term, we have the following batch of assemblies planned for pupils, as part of the overall curricular
experience:

Thankyou to Sally Pattle, from Far from the Madding Crowd Book Shop, who came into school at the start
of May, to talk to all pupils at a special, Battle 500 assembly. We also recently welcomed members of the
Deacons Court, including Provost Green, to talk to all pupils about the Riding of the Marches.

Here are the next batch of assemblies, which will take us up to the end term:

-Friday 15" May- Class Assembly- led by P5A- parents/carers invited at 9.45am

-Friday 22" May- Wellbeing Assembly- ‘| am Active’

-Friday 29" May- Class assembly- led by P1A and P1B- parents/carers invited at 9.45am

-Friday 5" June- Class assembly- led by P2A- parents/carers invited at 9.45am

-Friday 12" June- Class assembly- led by P2B- parents/carers invited at 9.45am

-Friday 19" June- Wellbeing Assembly- ‘Transitions and Changes’

-Friday 26™ June- Wellbeing Assembly- ‘Summer Safety’
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Nursery News: Health and Wellbeing Mini-Champs: Nursery Sports Day: We have recently set up a
Health and Wellbeing ‘Mini-Champs’ group, in nursery, and the boys and girls, who are involved are busy
planning a special, nursery sports day. We try to develop our pupil’s leadership skills, from the earliest
stages, and we know that this little group are going to be fabulous. The children will work together, with
the help of staff, to plan, resource and advertise a community event. We will bring more news of the

Nursery Sports Day, when we have it.

LPS Health Week, Monday 25th - Friday 29th May: We have a ‘jam-packed’ Health Week for all pupils
in school, including our nursery children, with activities designed to encourage being physically active
and to promote wellbeing taking place. Activities include judo, tennis, dancing, bowling, fitness, football,
yoga, golf, taekwondo, junior parkrun and cheerleading!
Every day during Health Week (Monday 25th - Friday 29th May):
e Children canwear sports clothes (no football colours please) and should bring a water bottle (named
if possible).
e The weather can be unpredictable, and many sessions will be taking place outside, so please send a
waterproof jacket or apply sun cream before school if necessary.
e To promote healthy eating, we ask all parents/carers to please consider sending children to school
with a healthy snack each day, such as a piece of fresh fruit.
Thank you to all the families who signed up for our Family Football event, taking place on the pitch at
Linlithgow Academy on Thursday 28th May, 4.00-5.00pm. This is a fun, interactive event, with a game
over two 20-minute halves. All spectators are welcome and there will be a snack stand at the event (cash
only), with all proceeds going towards resources for our school football teams.

P1-7 Sports Day, Wednesday 27th May: We are delighted to invite you all to this year's LPS P1-7 Sports
Day. Sports Day will take place on Wednesday 27th May at the following times:

9.30am- P4-7

1.30pm- P1-3

Sports Day will take place on our school pitch and parents/carers are kindly asked, to stand/sit on the
canal side of the pitch, in front of the wall.

Children should please come to school with a full bottle of water, wearing sun cream, and bringing along
a hat, so that they are comfortable and protected from the sun.

Sports Day will consist of potted sports for all pupils, followed by optional races. This year, by popular

demand, the parents' race will take the form of a fun race, rather than a sprint!

Reminder: Changing for P.E: For hygiene reasons and to practise the life skill of changing, organising
clothes and sorting personal belongings, we encourage all children to change for P.E during each lesson.
We would really appreciate the support of all parents/carers to ensure that all children have a gym kit in
school for changing into, or that they come to school with their P.E kit on, under their school clothes,
ready to change for P.E, on P.E days. Thank you for your support with this, we’re so grateful.
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Spring Blether Café: Feedback: Once again, our latest Blether Café, was a complete ‘sell out’ with a
large number of members of our local community coming out to support us, on the afternoon. There
was such a lovely, atmosphere in the hall and our Pupil Equity Team, sold cakes and hot drinks and they
represented our school so well. We were delighted to hand over a check to River Kids, for £1000, which
is part of the profits from all of the cafes, this session. Thank you to all parental volunteers who came to

help at the café or who helped us by baking goods for us to sell. What a great team!

Pupil Writing: P1B ‘Lifecycles and P2A ‘Lighthouses’: This month, we are pleased to share the work of
some of our youngest writers. P1B have been busy writing about ‘lifecycles’ and P2A have been hard at
work, creating texts around the theme of lighthouses. Well done to all pupils who have had their work,

featured this month.

First Frogspawn lives in an egg. Next a tadpole appears. Then it eats and eats and finally, it becomes a
frog. By Harvey

Firsta Mum lays her eggs and this is called Frogspawn. Next a tadpole hatches out and eats and eats
and eats. Then it grows back legs, then its front legs. Finally an adult frog starts again! By Georgia

Firsta Mummy frog lays an egg. Next a tadpole appears out of an egg and then it grows its back legs.
Finally itis a frog! By Estelle

It was a normal day at the lighthouse. Coll threw a frisbee at the lighthouse. The lighthouse broke and
Zac used the helicopter to save the day! By Zac

The lighthouse has a bright light to tell sailors, so they don’t crash into the lighthouse. By Nora

One upon a time, Chloe and Clare were sleeping inside the lighthouse and then trouble began. First a
very big seagull swooped towards the lighthouse and the lighthouse broke. Chloe said,“ Now where are
we going to live, now Clare?” “Mmm, | know, we can live in a hotel, follow me!” said Clare. By Yoko




LINLITHGOW PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

Together we learn, together we grow! Growth Mindset, Relationships, Opportunity, Wellbeing

REMINDERS:

Parking and Stopping around School: Please drive and park safely on Preston Road for the safety of all
children. Please also, avoid using our school car park or the turning circle for parking or stopping at any
time. The car park is for staff use only, unless you are a Blue Badge holder, and the turning circle is for
buses and coaches only.

Child Protection: Please speak to Miss Baillie/Mrs Gordon if you have any concerns about the safety or
welfare of any child in our school community. You can also phone Broxburn Social Work Department
(Children and Families), to report a concern for any child on 01506 284440 at any time. It’s the job of
everyone to keep children safe.

P.E Kit: Please can we ask that children have a P.E kit available at all times in school? Sometimes, staff
will take children for an extra P.E lesson and or activity thatis better suited to sportswear. In younger years,
a P.E kit is helpfulif children have an accident and need to be changed in school. Thank you for your help
with this.

Drinks in school: Please help us to help our children to learn best, by only providing water for them to
drink in school. We don’t allow energy drinks in school as many of these aren’t recommended for
children’s consumption.

Dogs in the playground: Please remember that it is West Lothian Council policy that dogs are not
allowed in our school playground or grounds at any time. Thank you for your help with this important
matter.

Labelling clothing: We still have a large volume of lost property in school each day. Please help us to re-
unite lost items with their owner by labelling all items that children wear and/or bring to school.

Outdoor Clothing: Please help us to allow children to play and learn outdoors, in all weathers, by
ensuring that they come to school wearing waterproof jackets and have appropriate footwear. Many
thanks for your help with this.

Nut Free School: A reminder that we are a ‘nut free’ school. Children should not be sent to school with
nut products for snack, or with lunchboxes containing nuts or nut butters, at any time, due to the risk that
this poses to children with nut allergies. This important measure will help us to keep all children safe in
school. We appreciate your support with this.
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DATES FOR DIARIES: Term 4 (April- June 2026):

-Friday 15" May- P5A class assembly, parents/carers welcome at 9.45am.
-Wednesday 20" May- P6 classes at cluster Rugby Festival, Linlithgow Rugby Club.
-Thursday 21°* May- P1 information session (online, for children starting P1 in August) for parents/carers
atdpm.
-Monday 25" May-Friday 29" May- Health Week- more information to follow.
-Wednesday 27" May- Sports Day, P4-7 from around 9.30am and P1-3 from around 1.30pm, more
information to follow.
-Thursday 25" May- Family Learning Event: Parent Football Match, 4.00-5.00pm- more information to
follow.
-Friday 29" May, P1A and P1B class assembly, parents/carers welcome at 9.45am.
-Friday 29" May, selected children at School Football Festival, Winchburgh Sport and Wellbeing hub.
-Wednesday 3 June- P6A and P6B to Edinburgh Zoo.
-Thursday 4" June- P3, P4/3 and P4 to Muiravonside Country Park.
-Thursday 4" June- P1 and P2 to Linlithgow Palace and Linlithgow Museum.
-Friday 5" June- Uniform Swap Shop in foyer from 8.50am-11.30am.
-Friday 5" June- P2A class assembly, parents/carers welcome at 9.45am.
-Sunday 7™ June- Linlithgow Round Table Annual Football Festival at Xcite Linlithgow.
-Monday 8" - Wednesday 10" June- School Book Festival at Linlithgow Rugby Club:
-Monday 8th June: P4 and P4/3, P5
-Tuesday 9th June: P2, P3, P6 and P7
-Wednesday 10th June: P1
-Wednesday 10™ June- P5A and P5B to Dynamic Earth.
-Wednesday 10" June- P7 cluster rugby tournament at Linlithgow Rugby Club.
-Wednesday 10" June- Neurodivergent Learner, Parent Support Group at 2.30pm.
-Thursday 11*" June- P7A and P7B to Blair Drummond Safari Park.
-Friday 12" June- P2B class assembly, parents/carers welcome at 9.45am.
-Friday 12" June- P6 classes to the Crying of the Marches- more information to follow.
-Friday 12" June- New P1, transition afternoonin school (for children starting P1 in August)- 1.30-2.30pm.
-Monday 15™ June- Pupil Progress Reports, plus class and teacher information for session 26-27, sent
home in school bags. Please check bags carefully that evening.
-Tuesday 16" June- Linlithgow Marches Day- school closed/nursery open.
-Wednesday 17" June-Friday 19" June- P7 transition days to Linlithgow Academy.
-Wednesday 17" June- P1A and P1B to Almond Valley Heritage Centre.
-Friday 19" June- ‘Move it up Friday’- P1-6 transition morning. in school- more information to follow.
-Friday 19" June- New P1, transition lunch in school (for children starting P1 in August)- 11.00-11.30am.
-Saturday 20" June- Linlithgow and Linlithgow Bridge Gala Day.
-Thursday 25" June- P7 Leavers’ Assembly at 5.30pm.
-Friday 26™ June- School staff and pupils break for summer holidays at 12.25pm.

Return to school for session 2026-27: Wednesday 12" August 2026.
Nursery will be open all summer.
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CONTACT US:

Linlithgow Primary School
Preston Road

Linlithgow
EH49 6HB

Telephone: 01506 280093

Email: wllinlithgow-ps@westlothian.org.uk

Website: https://linlithgowprimary.westlothian.org.uk/ MR




